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Approach

Closeup

The city of Crystal Lake is located near the 
southeast corner of McHenry County. Crystal Lake 
has seen its population increase significantly in 
the past ten years, with the population topping 
out at around 45,000. Crystal Lake holds a special 
attraction for many people because of its school 
system, recreation facilities, low crime rate, the 
Chicago and Northwestern commuter train line, 
civic clubs, churches, and of course, the clean 
238-acre glacier-formed lake from which the town 
takes its name. Crystal Lake has been the hub of 
shopping, dining and night life in McHenry County 
for the past 15 years. 

Virginia Rd connects US-14 and IL-31.  This major 
artery serves Crystal Lake, LITH and Lakewood.  
This artery runs between former gravel pits that 
are now lakes between growing cities in the 
Northwest Territory of Chicago.  Virginia Rd is a 
shortcut connecting IL-31 and Rakow/Randall 
Rd which are the only 2 roads that can carry 
traffic into Lake in the Hills.  This limited access 
is a result of the new lakes and the only business 
airport in McHenry County.
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